
Add-On Axle Keeps Pickup Sprayer Level
“Adding an extra axle to the back of my
pickup sprayer keeps it riding level even
when the 600-gal. tank is full. It also makes
the pickup ride much smoother,” says
Lawson Jones, Webster, N. Dak., who
mounted the wheels, axle, and springs off a
trailer house on back of his 1985 Ford F-350
1-ton pickup. The pickup is equipped with
an 88-ft. spray boom.

“I used it to spray almost 5,000 acres this
year and it worked great,” says Jones.

He paid $100 for the trailer house wheels
and axle. The wheels measure 7.00 by 14.5.
He cut off part of the axle to narrow it up
and slipped a steel pipe over it, welding it in
place. To mount the axle, he removed the
pickup’s rear bumper and bolted on a pair of
4-in. angle irons which extend the pickup

frame by 18 in. A vertical length of 4-in. sq.
tubing is U-bolted to each angle iron and also
clamped to the back end of each spring on
the extra axle. The front end of each spring
is attached to a steel plate  that’s bolted to
the pickup frame.

“Before I added the axle, the bed would
sag so low that I couldn’t even drive the
pickup over shallow drainage ditches. Now
I can fill the 600-gal. tank completely full
and go anywhere with no problems,” says
Jones. “To adjust the amount of weight on
the axle I can slide a U-bolt at the bottom of
the vertical tubing up or down.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Lawson Jones, 8243 59th St. N.E., Webster,
N. Dak. 58382 (ph 701 395-4437).

They Call Hoop Building “Home, Sweet Home”
Low-cost hoop buildings are used for a lot
of different purposes, but have you ever con-
sidered making one your home?

Phil Stipp of Springville, Ind., says it’s not
such a bad idea. He and his wife and 17-year-
old son moved into a 40 by 50-ft. Cover All
building last February.

“It’s very cost efficient. For the cost per
square foot of covered space, you can’t find
anything comparable,” says Stipp. “I spent
about $5,000 for the basic Cover All shelter
and another $10,000 to convert it into living
space.”

When the photos were taken he still had
both ends of the building open as well as one
side. He plans to close off the ends with
wooden studs covered by styrofoam.

He used special 13-in. thick styrofoam
blocks with hollow cores that are filled with
concrete to form the walls along one side of
the building. The living area includes two
10 by 13-ft. bedrooms (one at each end), a
13 by 20-ft. open living room-kitchen, and a
10 by 13-ft. combination bathroom and util-
ity room. Two doors face the inside of the
structure and there’s a window at each end.
The rooms are divided by 2 by 4 studs cov-
ered with drywall. The floor is 4-in.
thick.concrete.

“When the photos were taken I still had
both ends of the building open as well as one
side. I plan to close off the ends with wooden
studs covered by styrofoam and the side with
barn lumber,” says Stipp.

“I got the idea after we bought a 55-acre
farm with no house. We didn’t have the
money to build a house at the time so we

decided to construct a living space inside the
barn. We were planning to put up a Cover
All anyway. At first we planned to stay here
until we could pay off the farm and build a
house. Now we may make it our permanent
home. We keep our car, pickup and tractor
inside the building as well as some portable
corrals for our horses where the mares have
their foals. I plan to replace the portable cor-
rals with several permanent wooden stalls
and a tack room.

“I used the styrofoam blocks filled with
concrete because they’re energy efficient and
are easy to construct. I was able to put up all
the walls in only one day. They’re so energy
efficient I can heat the place up just by run-
ning hot bath water.”

Stipp installed electric and phone lines and
put in a septic tank outside the structure. He
uses a couple of ceramic heaters to heat the
living area and a small window air condi-
tioner at each end to cool it. Water is heated
by a 50-gal. electric hot water heater.

He made the ceiling by laying 2 by 10
rafters across and putting plywood on top of
them. Since the building has no gutters he
installed an underground tile line along the
outside walls of the living area to keep wa-
ter out.

“I plan to build a hay loft over the living
quarters and drive-through area so that I can
store about 1,000 small square bales up there,
which will offer even more insulation,” notes
Stipp.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Phil
Stipp, Rt. 1, Box 1258, Springville, Ind.
47462 (ph 812 279-4091).

Phil Stipp, his wife and son moved into this 40 by 50-ft. Cover All building last Febru-
ary. They live in a 13-ft. wide area along one side of the building.

Two doors face the inside of the structure and there’s a window at each end. Walls were
made from 13-in. thick styrofoam blocks with hollow cores filled with concrete.

Jones mounted the wheels, axle, and springs off a trailer house on back of his 1985
Ford F-350 1-ton pickup. It’s equipped with an 88-ft. spray boom.

Jones removed pickup’s rear bumper and bolted on a pair of 4-in. angle irons which
extend the pickup frame by 18 in. A vertical length of 4-in. sq. tubing is U-bolted to
each angle iron and also clamped to the back end of each spring on the extra axle.
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To submit a “Made It Myself” Story
Idea, New Product, Shop Tip, “Best or
Worst Buy”, or other information,
send a note along with photos, draw-
ings and literature, if available.  We’ll
get back to you later if we need more
details. Send to: Editor, FARM SHOW,
P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn.  55044
(ph 1-800-834-9665; fax 612 469-5575).
E-Mail: Editor@farmshow.com.  You
can also submit information at our

How To Reach Us
Web Site: Http://www.farmshow.com.
   To change your address, renew your
subscription, take out a new subscription,
order videos or books, or for other infor-
mation regarding your subscription, con-
tact:  Circulation Department, FARM
SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn.
55044  (ph 1-800-834-9665; fax 612 469-
5575) E-Mail: Circulation
@farmshow.com.




