Wood-Packing Machine Adds Profit To Firewood

Have you seen those small packages of wood
stacked up outside of local convenience
stores? Well here'samachine that can make
those small bundles, which are geared for
homeowners and camperswho don’t need or
want afull cord of wood.

TheWood-PAKer from B& B Manufactur-
ing, Olean, New York, shrink-wraps split
wood up to 18 in. long into packages as big
as2cu. ft. It'll alsowrap up kindling, sticks,
or even slab wood, which might otherwise
go to waste.

The machine uses thermostatically-con-
trolled LP gas ovensto shrink plastic around
bundles of wood moving through on an elec-
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tric-powered conveyor chain.

B& B says packaging wood in small packs
for saleat convenience stores, campgrounds,
grocery stores, etc., can doubleor triple prof-
itsfrom acord of wood. For example, if you
package wood in bundles of about .75 cu. ft.,
acord of wood (128 cu. ft.) will make about
170 bundles. If you sell each bundle for $2,
the gross price for a cord becomes $340.

B&B makes seven different models of
Wood-PAKer’ sfrom the Model G100, which
requires two workers to turn out about 100
packages of wood an hour, up to the Model
G700, which can package up to 700 bundles

of wood an hour with eight workers. Prices
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Robert Ellis converted a 1985 IH 2-ton moving van into this dually pickup that's

equipped with afifth wheel hitch on back. “1 saved alot of money compared to buying

anew 1-ton pickup,” he says.

“Super Pickup” Built From 2-Ton Van

Robert Ellis, High Hill, Mo., needed a 1-ton
pickup to pull his 28 1/2-ft. fifth wheel
camper and 23 1/2-ft. trailer. Hecouldn’t jus-
tify the cost of a new truck so he bought a
used 1985 International Harvester S1900 2-
ton moving van and converted it into a du-
ally pickup equipped with afifth wheel hitch
on back.

“I call it my ‘Super Pickup’,” says Ellis.
“My total expensewas about $10,000.A new
1-ton pickup sells for $35,000 to $40,000.
And because it's an older truck | don’t pay
as much in taxes and insurance as | would
for anew pickup.”

Ellis bought the truck used for $4,000. It
came with a 200 hp diesel engine, dual
wheels, and a 23 1/2-ft. long moving van
body. Heremoved the body and cut theframe
down to pickup length. He used diamond
plate steel to build a 10-ft. bed and mounted
an RV fifth wheel hitch in it. The bed is
equipped with wooden side racks and a big
toolbox on front. He mounted a 12-volt air
compressor on the engine firewall and in-
stalled air bags under the chassis. He kept
theoriginal wheel rimsbut replaced the origi-
nal 11.00 by 25 tires with smaller 23.5 by
22.5 ones. The smaller tires cause the truck
torideaslow aspossibleto theground, which
makes it easier for the driver to get in and
out of the cab. Because of the smaller tires,
he had to speed up the rear end. He replaced
the original 4:56 to 1 rear end with one that
hasa3:70to 1 ratio.

A 125-gal. fuel tank and another smaller
tool box mount under the back part of thecab.

He used the van body off thetruck to make
a car-hauling trailer. He built a new frame
for the body and installed a set of new tan-
dem axles under it, then added a fifth wheel
hitch on front.

“I get alot of compliments on the truck,”
says Ellis, who made the conversion two
years ago. “My wife and | use it to pull our
fifth wheel camper to Texas during the win-
ter. Anyonewith some mechanical and weld-
ing ability could doit. Thesetrucksarewidely
available and can be bought cheap.

“| got the idea because the 3/4-ton pickup
| was using to pull the camper had to work
too hard. My ‘ Super Pickup’ pullsalot easier
andisn't overloaded at dl. Itisn't asfuel ef-
ficient as a 1-ton pickup and it doesn’t ride
quite as good, but it'll last a lot longer be-
cause it's built much heavier. It's the same
length as a standard cab 1-ton pickup, but it
has alonger wheelbase since the rear axleis
right at the back end of the bed. As aresult,
if we'rein Texas for the winter we can park
the camper and run around in the truck just
like we would with a pickup. The truck
cruises on the highway at 70 or 75 mph. It
getsabout 10 mph whether it'sempty or pull-
ing atrailer.”

Ellis carries the camper’s generator inside
the toolbox. The fuel tank and another
toolbox mount under the bed.

He says that he would' ve preferred to use
aFord Louisville 2-ton truck because is has
amore comfortable cab than the one on the
IH truck. “I didn't go with the Ford because
it has an underpowered V-8 gas engine. The
IH DT466 is agreat engine, and | wanted to
install it in the Ford. However, IH doesn’t
sell this engine separately so if you want it
you have to buy their truck. One advantage
of the IH cab over the Ford one is that the
driver sitshigher and has a better view of the
road.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Robert
Ellis, 3 Locust St., High Hill, Mo. 63350 (ph
636 585-2248).
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Wood'-PA.P.(er shrinl%-wrapssplit wood up to 18in. longinto packagesasbig asZ-.cu. ft.

range from $8,500 to $23,000. An optional
wheel kit, which sdlls for $680, makes the
machine mobile.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Méel-
issaNix, Wood-PAKer, B& B Manufacturing,

3021 West River Road, Olean, N.Y. 14760
(ph 716 373-5881 or toll free 800 654-5320;
fax 716  373-5883; E-mail:
bbmfg@sprynet.com; Website: http://
home.sprynet.com/~bbmfg/wpaker.htm).

To build scraper, Schnack started with a bulldozer blade off a D-6 Caterpillar.

Heavy Duty “Made-1t-Myself” Box Scraper

“1t's built much heavier than any scraper on
the market and is virtually indestructible,”
saysKenny Schnack, Gretna, Neb., about his
home-built box scraper.

Schnack started with a bulldozer blade off
aD-6 Caterpillar, which he purchased as sal-
vagefor $200. He constructed aheavy tongue
assembly out of a 6-in. I1-beam and 4-in.
heavy wall sg. tubing. He then added 1/2-in.
thick steel panels on both sides.

“We've used it for aimost four years with
no problems. It has surpassed all our expec-
tations,” says Schnack. “We use a Deere 4-
WD tractor to pull it. Because of the bull-
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dozer blade's weight and sharp cutting edge
it realy goes into the ground well, even in
hard ground.

“Our total cost was|essthan $500 plusone
week of labor. We purchased the steel for the
side panels at aused steel outlet for $60. All
the square tubing was purchased for a total
of $100. The wheels and hydraulic cylinder
were salvaged from an old construction-style
disk at no cost. Our only other cost was $80
for new hydraulic hoses.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Kenny
Schnack, 12402 S. 234" St., Gretna, Neb.
68028 (ph 402 332-5885).
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FREE Classified Ads!

If you've got a computer, you're never more than a click away from

Join us at WWW.FARM SHOW.COM wher e you can take advan-
tage of our FREE online classified ads. Together with our sister site
BestFar mBuys.com, we get many thousands of visitors to our web
siteeach month. You can reach them with detailed adson our search-
able site. No limit on how many ads you can enter..

FARM SHOW.com isalsotheeasiest way totell usabout your “ best”
or “worst” buysor to tell us about a hot new “made it myself” idea

But that’s not all.

you or your neighbor have come up with. It's also a great way to
renew your subscription, buy a gift subscription for a friend, buy a
video or CD, or just to change your address.

We've compiled a list of all the major farm eguipment shows in
North America, Europe, and therest of the world.

If you'rean inventor, you’ll want to check out our resourcelinksfor
inventors. If you've got a product you'd like to patent or bring to
mar ket, thissite will get you on your way.
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