
20 • FARM SHOW • web site: www.farmshow.com • e-mail: Editor@farmshow.com • phone 1-800-834-9665

To submit a “Made It Myself” Story
Idea, New Product, Shop Tip, “Best or
Worst Buy”, or other information, send
a note along with photos, drawings and
literature, if available.  We’ll get back
to you later if we need more details. Send
to: Editor, FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029,
Lakeville, Minn.  55044 (ph 1-800-834-
9665; fax 952 469-5575). E-Mail:
Editor@farmshow.com.  You can also
submit information at our Web Site:

How To Reach Us
Http://www.farmshow.com.
   To change your address, renew your
subscription, take out a new subscrip-
tion, order videos or books, or for other
information regarding your subscrip-
tion, contact:  Circulation Department,
FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville,
Minn.  55044  (ph 1-800-834-9665; fax
952 469-5575) E-Mail: Circulation
@farm show.com.

A single hydraulic motor positioned between loader arms drives all 7 blades at once. To keep  debris from getting wrapped up in pulleys and drive belts, Graham made a
protective shield out of 1-ft. dia. plastic pipe.

Blades mount on vertical  shafts that ex-
tend through toolbar.

“Topper” Cuts Tall-Growing Weeds In Bean Crop
Rodney Graham, Hunt, N.Y., sells edible
beans and soybeans to the organic food mar-
kets so he can’t use chemicals on tall-grow-
ing weeds in his crops. Instead, he rigged up
a 16 1/2-ft. cutterbar fitted with seven rotat-
ing blades that mounts on his loader arms.

The seven 32-in. flat steel blades mount
on a 3 by 4-in. toolbar and are driven by a
series of V-belts powered by a single hydrau-
lic motor.

“It works great to cut off tall-growing
weeds above the crops two to three weeks
before harvest to reduce the amount of weed
fodder that goes through the combine,” says
Graham. “The cutterbar covers six 30-in.
rows at a time.”

Graham made the blades from 3/8-in. thick

flat steel. They’re 4 in. wide and 32 in. long.
Each blade mounts on a vertical shaft that
extends through the toolbar. Each shaft is fit-
ted with two pulleys which are fitted with
drive belts. A small hydraulic motor mounts
between the loader arms. The blades over-
lap, with every other blade mounted below
the blades next to it.

“It was easy to build and I spent less than
$1,000,” says Graham. “I use my Deere 2750
tractor equipped with a cab and narrow front
wheels to operate it. The spinning blades
throw the cut-off weeds around like spears
so the cab is a must. Varying cutting height
is as simple as raising or lowering the loader.
I think it would probably also make a great
corn detassler. The mounting bracket for the

hydraulic pump is slotted so that I can keep
constant tension on the V-belt. Five Corners
Repair in Bliss, N.Y., did the actual fabricat-
ing work and contributed ideas.

“Most of the shafts support two pulleys
which we spot welded together. The center
shaft supports three pulleys. I had a problem
with weed debris lodging between the pul-
leys so I made a protective housing out of a
1-ft. dia. plastic pipe cut in half. It fits over
the top of the toolbar.

“When I mounted the toolbar I welded a
couple of steel brackets onto the loader arms
where the bucket would normally hook on.
A turnbuckle is used to keep the toolbar level
as we raise or lower the loader. It takes only
a minute or two to put the bucket back on.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Rodney J. Graham, 126 Bailey Road, Hunt,
N.Y. 14846 (ph 716 468-5853).

“No Plunger” Baler Just Keeps On Going
“I don’t know if there’s anyone else left in
the country still using this baler, but after 11
years with it I couldn’t be happier,” says Matt
Fordyce, Alta, Iowa, about his unusual
Agropack big square baler.

Several years ago FARM SHOW reported
on the Agropack, which was invented and
manufactured by Joseph Molitorisz (Vol. 6,
No. 1 and Vol. 8, No. 5). It produces a rect-
angular bale about the size of conventional
big square bales, but has one rounded end.
You can stack the bales flat for inside stor-
age or leave them standing in the field with
the rounded end up to shed moisture.

In addition to the rounded end, Molitorisz
invented a totally new baling mechanism that
has no plunger. Instead, the bales are formed
by a continuous folding method. In opera-
tion, the windrow is picked up by a conven-
tional pickup and deposited on compactor
rollers that compress the layers of hay and
deposit them in the bale chamber, which
swings back and forth 45 times a minute to
fold and form the bale. The deposited layers

force the bale upward against a density con-
trol. After reaching the desired length and
density, the bale is tied with 5 twine strings
and discharged out the back.

Fordyce makes 4-ft. sq. bales that are 7 ft.
long. Weight varies from about 1,100 to
1,200 lbs.

“I’ve really been impressed with it. It lets
me put hay up at a higher moisture content
than I could with conventional big square
balers so I get nice, leafy hay,” says Fordyce.
“There’s no dust or mold – just clean hay.

“Molitorisz sold about 28 balers between
1983 and 1987 before he stopped manufac-
turing them due to financial difficulties. The
baler sold for about $25,000. I bought my
baler used in 1989 for about $5,000 and also
bought another one for parts. I’ve used it to
make about 400 bales every year, which I
feed to my 100 dairy cows. I had some prob-
lems during the first few years. Then three
years ago I took it into my shop and rebuilt
some of its parts. The main problem was that
the pickup didn’t do a good job of picking

up hay and also the bales weren’t always tied
properly. Also, I had to weave back and forth
all the time in order to fill the outside edges
of the bale. I replaced the original 4-ft. wide
pickup with a 5 1/2-ft. wide one off a Deere
pull-type forage chopper. I cut it apart and
welded a series of eccentric cam fingers onto
it. It now does a better job of pushing hay up
into the bale chamber.

“I also improved the bale tieing system by

installing an electronic box that controls an
orbit motor used to swing the bale chamber
back and forth. The electronic box automati-
cally shuts off the motor to lock the bale
chamber in the correct position for tieing the
bale.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Matt
Fordyce, 413 Peterson, Alta, Iowa 51002 (ph
712 284-1052; E-mail: g.miller@ncn.net)

Only 28 Agropack balers were built before the company went out of business.

Agropack bale chamber swings back and forth, packing hay in accordion-like folds.
Bales are rounded on one end to shed rain and snow.




