
24 • FARM SHOW • vol. 32, no. 1 • www.farmshow.com • editor@farmshow.com • 1-800-834-9665

1,000 Hp Tractor Wows Crowds “Down Under”

85-Year-Old Farmer Works
On Leaving Beautiful Legacy

This new Australian-built tractor boasts a
whopping 1,000 hp.

The gigantic machine was built by Neville
Dunn, who operates a general engineering
shop in Holbrook, New South Wales. One of
his interests is unusual tractor restorations and
modifications.

Dunn calls his new tractor “‘Ol Rusty”
because it’s powered by an English-built
Ruston Hornsby 1,000 hp engine of 1940’s
vintage. The turbocharged, 6-cyl. diesel en-
gine has 7,328 cu. in. displacement and origi-
nally came from a standby power plant. Dunn
decided to build it into a tractor that a big
farmer of that era might have wanted - if the
farmer had deep pockets. The tractor had to
be true to that period as far as its components
were concerned. Nothing on it could be later
than 1960.

That meant the tractor had to run on drum
fuel, because bulk fuel delivery didn’t come
to Australian farmers until after 1960. The
tractor should also have room to take the fam-
ily on board comfortably and protect them
with a shade roof. After a couple of years of
hard work, the result was ‘Ol Rusty, com-
plete with a bronze plaque identifier up front.

The tractor is equipped with triple wheels
on back and is more than 20 ft. wide and 30
ft. long. The drive is through a triple plate
18-in. B&B clutch to a 1957 English
Centurian tank driveline, with five forward
gears and two reverse. The final drive ratio
is 7:1. The tractor’s tandem front end steer-
ing system was assembled from two 1958
Foden truck axles.

Dr. Graeme Quick provided this article for
FARM SHOW. The tractor is featured in his
latest book, “Remarkable Australian Farm

Machines” that’s available from Rosenberg
Publishing. For more information contact
David Rosenberg at rosenbergpub
@smartchat.net.au. For information on the
tractor itself, contact Nifty Engineering at 011
61 2 60363153.

’Ol Rusty is more than 20 ft. wide and 30
ft. long and was built around a Ruston

Hornsby 1,000 hp, turbocharged diesel
engine (above). Loading and transport-

ing ’Ol Rusty is an art in itself. The
canopy and outer wheels are usually

removed for highway transport.

You know Lloyd Hake cares about his prop-
erty as soon as you drive through the cov-
ered bridge over a creek on the driveway lead-
ing to his farmhouse.

“I have the only covered bridge in Jefferson
County,” the 85-year-old Fort Atkinson, Wis-
consin, resident says. He had it built when
the old cement bridge on his property cross-
ing Deer Creek had to be replaced.

Beautifying his farm and preserving the
legacy of his family and agriculture is im-
portant to him. With a busy highway running
past his farm and developers swallowing up
farmland around him, Hake recently placed
his 125 acres in a conservation easement trust.
The land can be sold, but never developed.

Hake’s property has ponds fed by artesian
wells accented with water wheels made of
old Gehl haybine wheels. Hake and his
brother, Jerome, built a large wooden water
wheel standing next to a shed. He also has a
Dutch windmill on his land, which has caught
the interest of many passersby. One couple
drove in and checked it out, then built one of
their own in Iowa.

The water wheels fit nicely with Hake’s
pump jack collection and other antiques of
farm equipment he used and collected over
the years. He also has arrowheads, gems, his
sister’s doll collection, and other family trea-
sures preserved.

“The whole family is interested in stuff like
this,” Hake says. “If you are handy with your
hands, it doesn’t cost much to make many of
these things.” His brother, Jerome, an elec-
trician, was especially handy building things,
Hake adds. When Jerome died, Hake set up
a $100,000 scholarship fund in his name for
students studying electrical engineering. He
did the same for his parents for an agricul-

ture scholarship and for his sister, a former
teacher, for a scholarship for students who
want to be teachers.

The scholarships are a way to honor his
family, Hake says. He proudly recalls that the
family’s farm once had 300 acres and a top
producing Holstein herd. Now that the bach-
elor is in his 80’s, he hires more work done
to meticulously maintain the farmstead.

“He’s dedicated his whole life to this
place,” said Jan Hake, Lloyd’s niece. “A lot
of people travel and see different places in
the world. This has always been enough for
Lloyd, because it’s so beautiful, and he sees
beauty around where he lives. He feels ap-
preciative to family history of the people who
came before him.”

In addition to his family’s history, Hake is
having an old house on an adjacent property
restored. His grandmother worked there as a
hired girl, when it belonged to the Curtis fam-
ily who moved there from New Hampshire
in 1839 and operated a sawmill from 1842 to
1868. His grandfather bought the place in
1868 and later on Hake inherited it. He hopes
to have the home listed on the National His-
toric Registry.

Hake’s property beautification has drawn
attention. Wisconsin’s Gov. Doyle visited his
farm, and 4-Hers have had a photo of Hake’s
farmyard transposed behind pictures of their
cattle taken at the fair.

“It’s a fun place to come to,” Jan Hake says.
“Uncle Lloyd really enjoys sharing this place
with people. He gets a lot of pleasure in show-
ing people the old things.”

“I’m devoting my time to make this place
look pretty,” Lloyd says.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Lloyd
Hake (ph 920 563-2885).

Lloyd Hake built a covered bridge (in background) when an old cement bridge on his
property had to be replaced. He also made the picturesque footbridge.

Two-wheeled cart is used to haul milk cans (left); water wheels were made from old
Gehl haybine wheels.

By Dee Goerge, Contributing Editor




