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To make this self-propelled grain hauler Harlan Schlaak combined a Deere 8820 com-| picked the 8820 for its heavy final drives,” says Schlaak. “If I had a hitch on back, |

bine with a 674 Brent grain cart.

could pull a semi with it.” By Jim Ruen, Contributing Editor

Self-Propelled Grain Cart Looks Factory-Built

If Deere ever comes out with a self-propelled “| picked the 8820 for its heavy finalclose to the front of the auger box as pos-‘l used the gearbox and handle that had

grain cart, it'll probably look a lot like Harlan drives,” says Schlaak. “If I had a hitch orsible for the same reason.

started and stopped the separator to activate

Schlaak's. Schlaak combined an 8820 Deefgack, | could pull a semi with it. With the “I set the auger box on top of the newhe auger,” says Schlaak. “The new setup in-
combine with a 674 Brent grain cart. The rerear wheel assist, all four wheels are pullingiame, bolting it in place with a little weld- cluded the old pulley, belt, and shaft to con-
sultis a self-propelled grain hauler that won'it carries the weight of 674 bushels insteaidg,” says Schlaak. “I did it so it can be renect the gearbox to the pto. It wasn't perfect

stop for anything and is easy to operate.

of pulling it.” turned to its original axles if we ever want. engineering, but it works nice.”
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Schlaak started by tearing the combineven left the hitch on the front.” Positioning of the cab worked out great as
apart. He made the job easier by welding steelTo reattach the engine and cab, Schla&¥ell. Because the auger extends out ahead
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tubing under the engine and cab. This allowadsed the original mounts. With everythingf the cab, the operator doesn’t have to turn
him to use a forklift to pick up the two as amatching the original frame, he was able taround to watch when unloading. The hydro-
single unit and set them aside for storagsimply set them back in place with the forkstatic drive makes it easy to match speed with
Later the temporary frame would make it eadift, bolt them in and cut away the temporary combine when it's unloading on the go.

to reposition the two. frame. “You don't have to sit there, riding the

“l used 4 by 7-in., 1/4-in. wall tubing to  “It worked slick,” says Schlaak. “With the clutch and looking out your back window,”
build a new 14 1/2-ft. undercarriage,” sayframe holding them, | could use the forklifisays Schlaak. “We even mounted a side spot
Schlaak. “That was long enough to hold th® shift them around and tilt them as needediirror on the right side so it looks right into
grain box with the cab and engine on front.” With the aid of a two-way hydraulic valvethe grain box.”

He attached the axles, setting the steeritng found at a parts store, Schlaak was able td-ontact: FARM SHOW Followup, Harlan
axle as far to the rear as possible so thise the controls that had lifted the head afgthlaak, P.O. Box 383, 22069 130th St., New
heavier front drive wheels would carry moreeel (one-way valves originally) to fold theRichland, Minn. 56072 (ph 507 465-3677).
weight. The drive wheels were positioned aauger and open and close the grain door.

Garbage Can Thresher For Wildflower Seeds

Collecting wildflower seeds by hand is labo
intensive. Threshing them out by hand is eve
more work. That's why Billy Robb adapted
a weed whip, trashcan and other parts to &+
tomate the job. His mini-threshing machin
s shreds leaves, stalks and seed heads in -
utes, leaving behind a pile of seed and che -
that can be easily separated.
“The plastic trimmer line doesnt damage
the seed,” says Robb. “It just breaks it apat-
This setup also works well as a leaf shre
der.” .
Robb works at a prairie preserve, and pa
of his job is to harvest seed for prairie rest¢ =
ration. While the preserve has a small spé"
cialty combine for use with grass seed, wild
flower seed has to be collected and process®
by hand.
“We don't have enough to justify sending
.it out to a professional seed cleaner,” he sa
“However, we do have about 70 to 80 spe
cies that we collect, such as blazing star, an-
nual sunflowers and wild indigo.” . n . .
To make his mini thresher, Robb made legs Bmycc'?r?sbigtg g“f'g' ttrgrserfchziﬂgarr?(?ghw:ed
for a trashcaq from discarded lawn mowe{rimmer. It shreds leaves, stalks and seed
4-handles. Sections cut from the bottom of the™ ™ 20 i minutes. Seeds fall out the
trashcan were replaced with hardware cloth, bottom of the can.
sized to allow seeds and finer shredded pieces
through. 1
After removing the shaft and drive cablgvhile dumping seed heads into the top of t
from the gas-powered trimmer, he shortendfshcan. The throttle is set low enough < e
¢ both. He also bent the shaft 90°, allowing jnaterial doesn't bounce back out of the car .. . L. )
to be directed up and into the trashcan. Hene chopped-up seed heads, seeds and ot¢@finacea, penstemon and rose hips, he built
s:mounted the line-head face up in the centéhaff fall onto a tarp for storage and latea smaller version using a 5-gal. bucket and a
of the bottom of the trashcan, and he mountétioadcast seeding. blender motor. i i
the motor to a board fixed to the support legs. Although he used a metal trashcan for his For dem”‘?d SteP'bY'Ste_p instructions, see
“I mounted the loop handle grip back ontdhresher, he advises using plastic, as the triffobb’s posting at the do-it-yourself website
the shaft to help prop the trimmer head ifler line tends to break when pushed into theww.instructables.com. )
side the can,” he says. “The string spins frofietal edges. Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Billy

h
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1/2 to 1 in. above the bottom of the can.”  The mini thresher works well on mostRobb, 215 N. Lincoln, Hillshoro, Kansas

Robb controls the clutch with one hang€eds but for the smallest seeds, |ik&7063 (btrobb@gmail.com).
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