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Baler teeth are spaced 4 in. apart on a 4-ft. length of 1-in. sq. tubing that bolts ontoMoVving big logs with an ATV is no sweat for

mower’s hitch plate.

Dethatcher Mounts On Riding Mower

Bob Wenzel made a dethatcher for the badiate up or down. He can adjust the height of “The biggest log | have hauled was 39 i
of his Deere riding mower by mounting a sethe tubing by adding or subtracting washer§ia., even though my quad is only 36 i
ries of baler teeth on a 4-ft. length of 1-in“Usually | keep the baler teeth flush with thdigh.” says Stubbs. .
sq. tubing, which bolts onto the mower's hitctpottom of the mower’s tires,” says Wenzel. Stubbs’ skidder loads itself. No hydraulics?
“| built it after | built a new house and myor winches are needed. Stubbs used a fai

plate.

“l use it whenever | mow my lawn. It doeslawn started settling in places. | wanted a w; > A 1op
a good job of dethatching, but it also workgo fill in the low spots with black dirt and forward arch. The lift mechanismis a 1 1/4
the ground every time | mow my lawn, gradushave off the high spots. The teeth are anglét )
ally leveling the lawn,” he says. “It doesntbackward, which makes them less aggressit@ok. The bar is welded to the front of thgar with a sliding ring and hook.
change the lawn's looks a lot every time | gavhen | go forward but more more aggres£OKe. just behind the hitch and extends bag
over it, but by the end of the mowing seasofive when | go in reverse,” says Wenzefnd up at a 45 degree angle (o a point 6 i
“Now my lawn is as level as a golf course. Ifthead of the top arch. The last 6 in. of the b,
He bought the baler teeth at a farm supplywant, | can bolt on a 2-ft. extension to covei'® parallel to the ground, forming a sliding

| can sure see a big difference.”

store. The teeth are spaced 4 in. apart aftpre ground.

attach to the tubing 2 1/4-in. long, 1/4-in. dia. “My total cost was only about $50. | paid To skid out a log, Stubbs backs the yok'
bolts, with flat washers on each side and $2.50 apiece for the tines. The rest was f@ver it until the front arch of the skidder rest; . s
stop nut on the bolt to keep it from cominghe square tubing, bolts, washers, and stggainst the end of the log. A log chairs =
loose. The tubing is secured to the mower Ruts. Deere makes a similar front-mounteraPped around the log is then attached &
hitch plate by two shorter lengths of tubingdethatcher that is equipped with a manual [§ght as possible to the sliding ring hook. Thit ¥
ver that lifts it up, but it sells for about $500.Places the hook at a point on the diagon
Wenzel can raise or lower the dethatcher Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bob rod closest to the top of the log.
by removing two bolts that secure the hitc\enzel, W7619 Coyne Rd., Fond Du Lac, “When I pull ahead with the quad, the slid-

which are held on by four bolts.

plate to the mower, and then tilting the hitcWVis. 54937 (ph 920 922-2497).

“Head Holder” For Young Calves

Holding even a young calf for dehorning .
implanting, castrating or other less than plea; . A
ant tasks isn’t easy. It's also stressful for tl
animal and can make it hard to get the jo
done right.

“Animals may not love the Easy B-Z Calff
Restrainer, but it makes things easier onthe ! I 1
and the operator,” says Cheryl Mohn, Udde - m
Tech, Inc. “Plus, with our calf restrainer! "‘}T 3
working with the calf is a one person job.” o 'F"'i P o

Mohn, who also operates a dairy farm, useSalf Restrainer makes things easier on
the restrainer herself. “We usually hook it t¢0th calf and operator.
the fence and guide the calf into it,” she e
plains. “Hook the chain behind the ears, a
it holds the calf in place.”

The Calf Restrainer comes in two style:
A screw on type can be mounted on 2-in. thic ¢
lumber. It's priced at $89. The spring-loade
clamp style can be used on wire panels, loac
buckets or 1-in. boards. Essentially, it work
on any surface with an inch or smaller widt
It's priced at $99.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Udder
Tech, Inc., 27605 Pillsbury Ave., Lakeville !
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Sidney Stubbs built this heavy-duty log skidderfor his ATV. “The biggest log I've hauled
was 39 in. in diameter, even though my ATV is only 36 in. high,” he says.

Little Skidder Moves Big Logs

Sidney Stubbs. The sawmill operator can sk|
out enough logs in 25 min. to keep him buss.
in the mill for several days.

e

andard skidder design with a top arch and 3
R T e
round steel bar with a sliding ring anq i mechanism is a 1 1/4-in. round steel

ring rest.

i

ing ring is dragged back up the diagonal tBar is welded to front of yoke, just behind
the ring rest, pulling the chained end of ththe hitch and extends back and up at a 45
log up off the ground,” explains Stubbs. “fedree angle.

put some oil on the bar and it slides right up.” The forward arch starts out parallel to the

Stubbs says the skidder had to be buifround and at the height of the quad hitch.
strong to handle the big loads he puts on About a foot from the upright arch, it steps
He used 3/8-in. 3 by 3-in. steel tubing for thdown a couple inches to the level of the
top and front arches on the skidder. The 1@vheel. This provides added stability to both
in. wide wheels have inner tubes to handkhe skidder and the quad.
the torque on turns. Stubbs recalls breakingSeveral add-ons make skidding logs easier.
the beads on the tires when he first tried the®ne is a length of pipe welded to the for-
without tubes. He also had to upgrade theard arch to hold a cant hook. Achain hook
diagonal bar from its original 1-in. diameteis welded to the forward arch for cases where
after it bent under load. a log needs to be dragged a short distance

“To make the arches in the yoke, | cut 2Before being lifted into position for skidding.
1/2 degree wedges out of the 3 by 3 tubiribwo stump deflectors made from 1-in. steel
and then bent and welded them tight,” sayed are mounted ahead of the wheels. The
Stubbs. “I also welded small gussets on tHeont hitch has a handle made from one jaw
inside of the first bends to reinforce them.”of a pipe wrench.

Axle hubs were welded to pieces of angle “I look for worn out pipe wrenches,” says
iron welded to the lower back corner of th&tubbs. “The jaws make great handles. Your
top arch. Mounting the wheels behind thband will never slip on them.”
arch even a couple of inches moves a signifi- The top arch has an inside width of 36-in.
cant amount of the load weight forward ontand an inside height of 39 in. The forward
the hitch. This gives the ATV vital tractionarch and hitch measures 68 in. front to rear.
as it begins to tow the skidder. “You would be amazed how much you can

“You need at least 350 cc on the quad tpull,” says Stubbs. “I've used it to skid 45-
use this,” says Stubbs. “You also have to hgal. barrels of oil and 45-ft. long oil well cas-

Minn. 55044 (ph 952 461-2890 or 888 438Spring-loaded clamp style can be used on careful the load doesn't push you down @ngs. | even move power poles around with

8683; www.udder techinc.com).

“Coffee Can” Bird House

Empty plastic coffee containers can be usddise Maxwell cofee containers because they 1/4-in. dia. hole through both the tubing
to make low-cost, durable bluebird houseshave very lamge lids, which can be easily reand the hanqle and uses a plastig: tie to
says Bob Wenzel of Fond du Lac, Wis., whenoved for clean out,” says Wenzel. “Beforéure the tubing to the handle, which keeg
mounts each container on a 6-ft. length dfbuild each bird house | wash out the corthe wind from blowing the can around.

tainer with bleach to remove the coffee He also drills a pair of 1/8-in. dia. holes or

conduit set 2 ft. deep in the ground.
The 2-Ib., 1-0z. coffee container is placedmell.”

upside down and has a 2-in. dia. hole drilled He uses a hole saw to drill a 2-in. dia. hol@here the bird goes in, to insert a twig Pefct.a,'.f;,'
into the side of the can, next to the handle, Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bob

“It costs almost nothing to build, and be-where the bird goes in. To support the conlenzel, W7619 Coyne Rd., Fond Du Lac
cause it's plastic it'll last almost forever,” saysduit he drills a hole into the top of the hand|¥Vis- 54937 (ph 920 922-2497).

into it.

wire panels, loader buckets or 1-in. boards. hill.”

it.”

Stubbs has an 8,000-Ib. winch mounted to Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Sidney
the front of his ATV, which he can hook to aStubbs, RR #1, Site 6, Box 21, Beaverlodge,
log being pulled. Alta,, Canada TOH 0CO (ph 780 354-3112).

- Plastic

~ coffee
_container is
- mounted

- upside

front and back of the can, under the hol

down on a
metal pole.

Wenzel. “Another advantage is that animaland then pushes the conduit to the bottom of
can’t crawl up the conduit and get at the birdshe container but not through it. Then he drills
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