Dean Rothenbuhler says putting together a
jumbo, dually pickup for his daughter was
like putting together a 1,000-piece jigsaw
puzzle. But before he could get started, he
had to first find the pieces.

“When | started, all I had was an idea of
what | wanted to build,” says Rothenbuhler.
“To get parts that would fit was the biggest
problem and took the most time. Pieces came
from everywhere.”

The box and doors were from a Texas
salvage yard and the four-door cab from
a railroad company truck in Pennsylvania.
The front hood came off a 1998 TopKick
Chevy truck. The front end was taken from
an over-the-road rig and the interior from a
salvaged Suburban. The chassis is that of a
1998 2-ton Chevy used by a power company
as a line truck.

Rothenbuhler started by stripping the chas-
sis and chopping it back by about 9 ft. To get
the height he wanted, he had a second frame
made to match the first. Allfab, a supplier of
boxes and other equipment to his trucking
firm, did the fabrication out of new steel.

“We pulled the rear end up closer so the
duals fit right in the fender wells,” says
Rothenbuhler. “We had to change the inte-
rior of the cab quite a bit to make room for
the engine.”

Rothenbuhler found a 3116 Caterpillar
engine with an Allison automatic transmis-
sion. Its size required that firewalls in the cab
be shifted. It also required cutting the rear
driveshaft and cutting every crossmember
in the chassis for it to fit.

“We had to lengthen the front driveshaft
and add a drop box transfer case,” says
Rothenbuhler. “It’s all air power to operate
the front drive, no linkage. It makes it really
smooth if we kick it into 4-WD as we’re
going down the road.”

All used equipment was carefully over-
hauled with key components — such as U-
joints on the front axle — rebuilt. All body
parts were repainted. Some items were
custom-designed, like the 10-ft. wide steps
to match the 4-door cab at its new height.
Rothenbuhler designed them to include stor-
age spaces on the driver side and fuel tank
and battery storage on the passenger side.
He took his plans to Allfab.

“We tried out different ideas, such as glu-
ing stuff together to see how it looked,” he
recalls. “The storage side can hold folding
chairs and stuff that’s nice to have at truck
shows and such.”

As Rothenbuhler started assembling the
various pieces, things didn’t always fit as
intended. “We went through a lot of drill
bits,” he says. “It took a lot of figuring to fit
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the cab on this frame.”

Other new components included a front
bumper, which once it fit, was sent off to
California along with the grill and other parts
to be chromed. Rothenbuhler notes that the
grill was plastic. The company made a metal
form that fits on like a stencil. This was then
chromed and attached to the grill.

He also added hood scoops, power
windows, stainless steel mirrors and small
chrome cubes for LED signals. LED’s were
also installed in a chrome strip between the
steps and the cab as well as in the box. Those,
Rothenbuhler says, were the most difficult.

“We had to make them to fit where the
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regular lights had been,” he says.

Another customization was the 5-in. twin
chrome stacks. They’re tied together by a 'Y
pipe. Because the stacks come up beside the
rear doors, Rothenbuhler had heat shields
made for them as well as handles to grab as
passengers climb into the cab.

The entire process took two years. Once
complete, the big truck stands around 9 ft. tall
and about 24 ft. long. It weighs in at 13,200
Ibs. and gets more than its share of attention.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Dean
Rothenbuhler, P.O. Box 13, Cameron, Ohio
43914 (ph 740 458-1188).

Portable Warm Showers For Livestock

The InstaHot® portable washing system has
already provided over 6000 happy customers
with warm water baths for horses and live-
stock. Turn cold water into a warm shower in
seconds with this portable system, heated by
asimple propane tank. InstaHot® is great for
indoor and outdoor use or, take it to shows
and fairs to be sure your animals get a deep
cleaning warm bath. You will see the differ-
ence in their comfort and shiny coat. A 20
Ib. propane tank provides approximately 20
washing hours. InstaHot® comes with easy-
to-follow instructions, a gas regulator and
hose, an assortment of brass couplings with
gaskets, and even a roll of plumber’s tape.

Schneider’s product designer Charles
Pinnell recommends you keep your Insta-
Hot® on their custom-designed cart (sold
separately). “It holds all the components
while keeping grooming supplies handy and
organized. Simply hook your cold hose to
InstaHot®. In seconds you’ll have continu-
ous warm water and much happier, healthier
animals.” The system is $174.99. Custom
cart is $69.99. Shipping is free.

Insta-Hot portableﬁ hot water shower hooks
directly to a water supply and heats up within
seconds.

For more info, contact: SSTACK.COM
or call Schneider’s at 800 365-1311. Use
Promo Code F for a Free Gift w/purchase.
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