Business Is Booming For
Japanese Mini Trucks

There seems to be more demand than ever
for Japanese mini trucks, says Travis Colin,
sales manager for Ranchmaster Mini Trucks
in Preston, Mo. He says demand has grown
because people have seen them around for a
while now and feel more assured that parts
and service are available.

While they’re called mini trucks and ap-
proved to drive on some roads in some states,
Colin says they’re more comparable to side-
by-side UTV’s sold in the U.S. But, he adds,
the Japanese trucks have much more to offer
for less cost ($5,000, used —to $18,000 new
at the top end). Most new mini trucks sell
for between $10,000 and $15,000.

“The advantages of owning a mini truck is
the amount of work it can do as far as loading
capacity (4 by 6-ft. bed, holds up to 1 ton),
and you are protected from the elements,”
he says. “That’s really important for older
folks. I’ve sold a lot to 80 and 90-year-old
farmers who are still out there working but
don’t want to deal with the heat and cold.”

The enclosed cabs have AC and heat,
and tall drivers appreciate the extended cab
model. With 4-WD, dump bed and acces-
sory options, the trucks can be set up for

any job. Cattle ranchers mount brush guards
and slide cube feeders in the bed. Drivers
in northern states add snowplows for the
winter.

Small enough (55 to 58-in. wide) to drive
down the aisles of poultry and horse barns,
the trucks can be used to transport feed or
take out manure.

“In the off-season it’s a good hunting rig
because they’re quiet,” Colin notes. He adds
that the mini trucks are popular on college
campuses and often used for utility trucks
in cities.

They come equipped with catalytic con-
verters to make them highway legal. With
3-cylinder gas engines, they travel up to 55
mph at an impressive 40 to 50 mpg.

“Typically I sell them to farmers and
ranchers for use around the farm,” Colin
says. “But some states like Oklahoma and
Nebraska allow them on roads at speeds up
to 55 mph. In our county (in Missouri), we
can sticker them for county road use. They
are not legal on any interstate highways.”

Other than new accessories and the ex-
tended cab, the models haven’t changed a
lot over the years, he notes. But they have

Demand for Japanese mini trucks has grown
now that customers know that parts and
service are available, says a Missouri dealer.

proven to be dependable.

“I get calls from people who have trucks
that are 20 years old, and they need an air
filter or a tune-up,” Colin says.

Ranchmaster Mini Trucks services trucks
and sells parts, used trucks and new Mitsubi-
shi and Daihatsu trucks. Sitting in the cab of
the new vehicles is like sitting in a pickup
cab with two notable differences - the size
and the location of the steering wheel.

For mini truck owners, learning to drive
on the right side of the vehicle only adds to
the adventure.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Ranch-
master Mini Trucks, Rt. 1, Box 18H, Pres-
ton, Mo. 65732 (ph 417 830-2519; www.
ranchmasterminitrucks.com).
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Don’t Miss The
Next Issue
Of FARM SHOW

Every day our editors are un-
covering exciting new products
and farmer-built inventions
that promise to save you time
and money. Don’t miss out!
You can tell when your FARM
SHOW subscription expires by
checking your address label on
the front cover. It gives you the
date of your final issue (exam-
ple: 4/1/2015). You can use the
order envelope enclosed with
this issue, or the order coupon
on page 44, to send in your
renewal. Or call us toll-free at
1-800-834-9665.

T-Post “Staple” Allows Side-To-Side Movement

This new T-post fence clip, called the “Steel
Post Staple”, holds a strand of barbed wire to
the face of the T-post, but still allows side-
to-side movement of the wire and the barbs.

It is made in the USA from high-tensile
galvanized wire and forms a loop in the
middle. “We have always had to remove
the clips from the T-posts to stretch or re-
pair the fence. With the Steel Post Staple,
that step is eliminated,” says Richard Hen-
dricks, Box T Brand LLC, Atkinson, Neb.

When repairing or replacing livestock
fencing, people have steered away from T-
posts because the traditional clips have to
be removed in order to repair or adjust the
fence. These clips make using T-posts an
option in more fencing locations.

While no special tool is needed to apply
the Steel Post Staple, Box T Brand has also
introduced its pocket-sized applicator. The
clips, as well as the applicator are available
at the company’s website.

The Steel Post Staple is in greater produc-
tion in 2014 and is available for immediate
delivery. Larger quantities are now avail-
able, with 100 and 1,000-count packages,
as well as pallet loads. Pricing varies by
quantity and is posted at the company’s
website, along with photos, videos, instal-
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lation instructions, and wood vs. steel post
cost comparison. The company is also add-
ing distributors and dealerships. Contact
the company to try Steel Post Staples, or to
inquire about dealerships.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Box
T Brand, LLC, 89195 476 Ave., Atkinson,
Neb. 68713 (ph 402 340-6082 or Mike
Fredrick ph 402 340-1349; boxtbrand@
live.com; www.boxtbrand.com).
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