Mini Electric Fence Keeps Mice Out Of Motorhome

David Heng, Marshalltown, Towa, lives in
town but during the winter he stores his 35-ft.
motorhome in an old machine shed about 15
miles away. He got tired of dealing with mice
that chewed up everything in sight. Traps and
repellants weren’t the answer, so he finally
installed a miniature electric fence all the way
around the motorhome.

The fence consists of a 1-ft. wide strip of
hardware cloth fastened to 1-ft. tall wooden
dowels inserted into a base made from 2 by
4’s. Metal flashing angled outward, covers
the base. A fence charger, which runs off a
120-volt outlet in the machine shed, charges
the fence. The hardware cloth connects to
the charger’s positive wire, and the flashing
connects to the negative wire. The mouse
climbs up the flashing, and as soon as it
contacts the hardware cloth it gets a big jolt
of electricity and dies.

“It works somewhat like the electric fences
that livestock farmers use. Nothing gets by
it. It kills all the mice that try to climb over
it instantly,” says Heng. “T came up with the
idea 2 years ago and haven’t had a single
mouse get into our motorhome since. A local
farmer stores his combine in the shed, and
there’s always some corn in the head which
means there are always a lot of mice around.
Last fall I found about 10 dead mice next to
it.”

He says his mini electric fence is much
more reliable than traps and repellants. “T

can’t be driving out 15 miles every day
to check on traps and remove dead mice,
whereas an electric fence is always working
as long as you have electricity. I think the
same idea would work to keep mice out of
anything in storage, including antique tractors
and classic cars.”

He started with 50 ft. of 2 ft. wide, 1/4-in.
hardware cloth and 100 ft. of 8-in. wide metal
flashing. He cut the hardware cloth in half to
produce 100 ft. of fence. He laid a series of
10-ft. long 2 by 4’s together flat on the shed’s
cement floor, then nailed them together to
form a rectangle around the motorhome. He
drilled holes about 10 ft. apart into the 2 by
4’s, inserted a series of 1-ft. high dowels in
them, and then zip tied the hardware cloth to
the dowels.

He stapled the flashing onto the 2 by 4’s,
bending it over the edge of the boards and
then angling it toward the floor. To insulate
the hardware cloth from the shed’s cement
floor, he cut a slot in a 5/8-in. garden hose
and then set the hardware cloth into it. There’s
about 1/2 in. of space between the hardware
cloth and flashing so the fence won’t short
out.

“I added flashing because I didn’t know
if the shock would be strong enough with
just the cement floor as the ground,” says
Heng. “Also, the shed’s floor isn’t level but
I can bend the flashing to match the contour
of the floor and keep mice from crawling

All-Terrain Zero-Turn Mower

The new TRX tracked zero-turn mower from
Altoz can handle steep slopes and ditches,
wet or dry, as well as soft turf and sandy
ground.

“We looked at the shortcomings of
wheeled, zero-turn mowers on the market,
like lack of traction on slopes, difficulty in
any kind of soft turf or wet ground, and down
time from flat tires,” says Karl Bjorkman,
Altoz. “Rain or even heavy dew can delay
commercial mowers on slopes and ditch
banks. Municipalities and golf courses use
weed whips around water retention areas and
sand traps where they can’t run mowers.”

For Altoz, located in the same area
in Minnesota as Arctic Cat and Polaris
snowmobile companies, the answer was
simple. “We had a lot of people in our
company who knew about tracks and down

pressure,” says Bjorkman. “Our engineers
came up with the tracked design, a first in
the industry.”

The TRX is more than a zero-turn mower
with added tracks. Trademarked TorqFlex
front suspension and rear torsional suspension
provide a smooth ride. The 11-in. wide,
commercial grade track and flat-free front
tires reduce maintenance and down time.

The mower is available in two models, a
61-in. deck powered by a Kohler Command
Pro EFI 33 hp engine or a 66-in. deck
powered by a Vanguard EFI 37 hp engine.
Commercial twin Hydro-Gear ZT5400
transmissions power the tracks at a top speed
of 10 mph. Options include rough cut and
finish mower blade systems.

“It is the combination of the large engines,
Hydro-Gear transmissions and TRX track

underneath.”

He added a ground wire across the top of
all the dowels just in case a mouse ever jumps
across the flashing to the hardware cloth and
tries to climb over the fence. “The ground
wire is negative and the hardware cloth is
positive, so when the mouse hits the ground
wire he dies,” says Heng.

The mini electric fence didn’t cost much

An electric fence charger hooks up to 1-ft.
tall wire fence that’s mounted on a 2 by 4
base covered by metal flashing.

to build. “I paid $59 for the fencer, $20 for
the hardware cloth, and $3 apiece for ten 4-ft.
long dowels which I cut down. My total cost
was less than $100,” says Heng.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, David
Heng, 407 E. Southridge Rd., Marshalltown,
Towa 50158 (ph 641 351-4420; dnheng@
mchsi.com).

TRX tracked zero-
turn mower has front
suspension and rear
torsional suspension
to provide a smooth
ride. The company
says it can go where
traditional zero-turn
mowers can’t.

system that makes it one of a kind and allows
it to go where no traditional zero-turn mower
has gone before,” says Bjorkman.
Depending on hp and deck option,
suggested retail is $18,000 to $19,900.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Altoz,
Inc., 20502 160th St., Greenbush, Minn.
56726 (ph 855 782-5869; info@altoz.com;
www.altoz.com).
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