One end of machine’s power circuit is electrically in contact wtih soil through a coulter. Other end of circuit
is connected to boom which comes in direct contact with weeds growing taller than crop.

CONTROLS TALL GROWING WEEDS WITHOUT CHEMICALS

“Lightning Weeder”’ Kills Weeds With Electricity

MAKES IT EASY TO SPOT TREATED COWS,
DRY COWS, BREEDING STATUS, ETC.

Color-Coded Leg

“We think it's one of the biggest
breakthroughs in weed control to
come along in years."

So said Melvin Dykes, president of
Lasco Inc. 4 years ago when FARM
SHOW first reported on the com-
pany's new experimental machine
for Killing tall growing weeds with
high voltage electricity

Now, after 4 years of extensive field
testing, the company has its Lightn-
ing Weeder LW5 in production and
ready to sell to any and all farmers
interested in controlling tall growing
weeds without chemicals, and with-
out the drift, residue and other prob-
lems associated with chemical con-
trol of tall growing weeds.

“We had 35 machines in the field
last year. They performed with flying
colors in a wide variety of field crops
and condition,” Dykes told FARM
SHOW.

Here, according to Dykes, is how
the new weed “electrocuter” works.

“It kills weeds on contact by forc-
ing the electrolytic solution within
the plant's vascular system to con-
duct electrical current. The effect of
the machine is swift. In fact, you may
see some succulent weeds explode on
contact with the boom," explains
Dykes. “The current is so strong that
it immediately evaporates the water
in the plant, thus rupturing cell walls
within the plant, causing it to wilt
and die.”

The Lightning Weeder is available
in a standard, rear-mounted
“wingfold" model that takes a 23 ft.

wide swath. [t requires a tractor capa-
ble of developing a minimum of 125
pto hp. at normal operating speed.
Field travel is generally in the range
of 4 to 6 mph.

Several safety interlocks, incorpo-
rated into the high voltage machine,
must all be satisfied to make it oper-
ate. For example, the machine won't
run if the operator isn't in the seat, if
the machine loses its electrical
ground connection, or its forward
motion. “These patented safety fea-
tures, along with operator training
and supervision, help insure safety
for both operator and bystanders.
We've never had a bad experience
with electric shock, nor have we ever
had a problem with dry crops catch-
ing fire in the field.”

When you're not controlling weeds
with the Lightning Weeder, it serves
as a dependable standby source of
electric power. It produces both
120V and 240V single-phase power
to run most any electrical equipment
you might have. This handy feature
lets you use power equipment, in-
cluding your welder, for repairing in
the field.

“We think a lot of owners will pay
for the Lightning Weeder in a short
time doing custom work to remove
volunteer corn in soybeans," says
Dykes. Sells for $20,500.

For more details, contact:
SHOW Followup, Lasco Inc.
Box 59C, Vicksburg, Miss. 39180 (ph
601 638-8001),

Bands For

Latest new method for marking dairy
or beef cows is a color-coded fastener
belt called Ozzie's Leg Bands.

“They're great for identifying cows
treated for mastitis, or other health
problems, so their milk can be
dumped rather than spoil a whole
tankload,” explains Pat Oswalt of
Ozland Enterprises, Vicksburg,
Mich.

Ozzie's lL.eg Bands areavailable in 5
colors — red, blue, green, yellow and
orange. Red is recommended as the
warning indicator. The other four
colors can be used to indicate a wide
variety of management needs, such as
marking dry or fresh cows, breeding
status, grain feeding level, etc.

“Dairymen are developing new
uses for them all the time,"” says Os-
walt. She notes that a few bands have
been sold for beef herds, and some
sheep and horse breeders have ex-
pressed interest, but most users so far
have been dairymen.

The entire band is made of all-
nylon velcro fastener material. It
measures 1'% in. by 12 in. and is sim-
ply wrapped around a leg of the ani-
mal and pressed together — no but-
tons, snaps or clips are required. Os-
walt says 100 cows wore bands for an
entire year as a test: “Only one band
was lost. You can remove the band
with a quick tug, yet mud or contact
with other cows won't pull it off.
When a band is no longer needed on a

Cows

Colored leg bands are made of
Velcro fastener material.

cow, you simply pull it off and save it
for reuse.”

The bands aren’t designed to be
numbered. They sell for $1.50 ea.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Ozzie's Leg Bands,
Ozland Enterprises, 415 West Prairie
Street, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097 (ph
616 649-2706).
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