Best, Worst Tractors
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operation to be 1/2 per acre compared
to Deere. Deere excells as far as
operator comfort but we didn't like
the fact that service can only be done
at authorized dealers. Allis Chalmers
has yet to design a rideable seat. Also,
the control levers are convenient but
elongated to the point of hitting each
other in certain positions such as
when in reverse and operating the 3-
pt. Performance is excellent when
pulling a ridge-till cultivator, or other
loads, compared to other brands
we've compared it to. One problem
is that the clutch cable is routed in
such a way that it binds. After
replacing three cables in 800 hrs., |
routed the cable outside the hood to
lessen the bend. If the cable were
shorter, the problem would be elimi-
nated.”

“Heavy-built, lots of torque, quiet
cab, easy to service, and has a short
turning radius. We've been very
satisfied with it,”" says Dan Bibler,
Alta, lowa about his 1979 White 2-
135.

“We've had only minor problems

“Would like to see them
eliminate the ‘jerk’ in
the transmission when
downshifting.”

with our 1982 Case 2290 which the
dealer took care of. Would like to see
them eliminate the ‘jerk’ in the
transmission when downshifting,”
says Emil Gabelmann, Lincoln, Kan.

“Our 1979 Long tractor has lots of
power and is economical. All it needs
is a better operator manual and parts
book," George Smith, Richville,
Minn.

“I've spent a fortune keeping this
tractor going,” says Elmer Quandt,
Salem, 111., about his 1975 Ford 8600.
“I've had poor service. The dealer
practically ruined this tractor.”

“We're very satisfied with the good
power and quiet cab on our 1982
International 5088. It's also easy on
fuel. Problems are that the hydraulic
levers are very hard to move and the
hydraulic filters are very inconve-
nient and messy to change. Could
also use a rear windshield wiper.”

Lowell Bye, Corsica, S. Dak., owns
a 1981 International 1086. “It's got
excellent power and fuel economy.
Have not had any problems. The
hitch is hard to see but otherwise
visibility is good. The tractor had a
real slippage problem until we
replaced the rear tires with radials.
The radials were advertised to
improve traction by 10% but I believe
they do better than that.”

“This Deutz DX160 is very fuel
efficient and maintenance-free.
We're pleased with it although it
could use a hydraulic seat. I'll buy
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another Deutz,” says Ron Dieken,
Cottonwood, Minn.

“It's been a lemon," says Kurt
Dohse, DeWitt, lowa, about his 4-WD
Case 2670. “We installed larger tires,
a longer hitch, put guards over
steering cables, and installed longer
hydraulic control levers. The
changes provide better traction and
ride, help see when hooking up
implements, and make it easier to
operate hydraulics. The power of this
2670 is only slightly more than the
2470 but the price is much higher.
We installed a Hitachi TV set which
has worked perfectly even though it's
had water in it twice.”

Jack Hoffman, Monticello, lowa,
owns a 1984 International 254.
“We're satisfied. It's got a diesel
engine, live pto, power steering and
a nice compact size. Power's just
right for it's size and it's easy on fuel.
One thing it could use is a better seat
and seat spring, and the over-riding
clutch is jerky. I moved the throttle
s0 as not to stumble over it when
mounting and dismounting and put
better lights on the rear fender. I also
added a spring under the seat.”

“Wouldn't change a thing on this
tractor,” says Carl Buhl, Valley, Neb.,
pleased with his 1985 Deere 4450.
“Plenty of power, requires little
maintenance and comfort is good.”

“We're satisfied but I don't think
it will be as dependable as the 4230
it replaced," says Robert Dwire, Arco,
Minn.., about his 1983 Deere 4250.
“It has plenty of power but rides
rough.”

“My dealer made me such a deal 1
traded all my IH equipment and
purchased all new Hesston equip-
ment,” says C.E. Ward, Chadwick,
Mo., pleased with his 1986 Hesston
780 DT 70 hp. 4-WD made by Fiat.
“One thing this tractor needs is a
better instruction manual showing
breakouts and specs on all parts,”

“Allis Chalmers must think they're
selling parts to the defense depart-

“Allis Chalmers must think
they’re selling parts to the
defense department for
the prices they charge.”

ment for the prices they charge."” says
Clyde Johnson, Embarrass, Minn.,
who owns a 190 XT Allis Chalmers.
“Very easy handling, good brakes,
quick responsive governor, and
plenty of power. It doesn't have the
best fuel economy and it didn’t have
steps on the right side. Also the pto
is not independent.”

“We've had trouble with this 1985
Marshall 802 tractor,” says Elmer
Smits, Randolph, Wis. “It had just 27
hrs. on it when the drive gear came
off the camshaft. At 150 hrs. the water
pump went out. The company fixed
both but it took time."”






