
Mini Greenhouse Built
From Plastic Tanks

“Monster” Splitter
Handles 4-Ft. Dia. Logs

Passersby sometimes wonder if space aliens
have landed when they first see Henry
Griemann’s greenhouse at night. From a
distance, the 8-ft. dia. round mini building
appears to glow with light from within.

“It’s a real conversation piece when it’s lit
up on the lawn at night,” admits Griemann.
“You can see it for about a mile.”

Constructed from used 1,250-gal. nurse
tanks made from thick plastic, the greenhouse
is anything but a joke to the Welwyn,
Saskatchewan farmer. He built it this past
winter and used it to start tomatoes, carrots,
radishes and flowers this past spring. He plans
to use it again this winter.

“It’s good to 15 to 20 degrees below zero,”
he says. “The neighbors laughed when I put
it together, but they have a dif ferent tone
now.”

Set on end, the 8-ft. dia. and 6-ft. long tanks
weren’t quite big enough to make individual
greenhouses. By cutting the top off one tank
and the bottom off another and fitting the two
together, Griemann was able to fabricate an
8-ft. dia., 9-ft. tall structure.

He reinforced the top with a second sheet
of plastic and inserted a U-bolt in the new
roof, so he could move the unit with his
tractor and bale mover. A piece of 1-in. tubing

from an old bale ring was used to reinforce
the joint where the two tanks overlap. He also
used the steel tubing to make a frame for a
30-in. wide, 7-ft. tall door. All joints were
sealed with tar. An electric heater with
thermostat was installed to supplement the
heat given off by the brooder lamp inside.
The former water inlet is used as a draft
control for releasing excess heat out the roof
of the greenhouse.

 The toughest problem Griemann faced,
and the easiest to solve in the end, was
shelving. He figured making wood shelves
to fit the round curve of the wall would waste
a lot of material. Then one day he stumbled
across the tank ends that had been cut off and
realized he could use those to make the
shelving he needed.

“They already had the same curve and a
lip for bolting to the sidewall,” he notes.

 Had the greenhouse idea not worked out,
he figured the tanks would have made great
calf warmers for early season calving or even
ice fishing huts.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Henry
Griemann, Box 98, Welwyn, Sask., Canada
SOA 4LO  (ph 306 733-4408; fax 306 733-
2004).

“I haven’t found a log yet that it won’t split,”
says Ken Reynolds, Linesville, Pa., about his
heavy-duty log splitter that’s made out of a
length of 24-in. high steel I-beam. The
machine measures 14 ft. long and has a 7-in.
dia., 5-ft. long splitting cylinder with a
capacity of about 65 tons.

Reynolds uses his tractor to pull the splitter,
which rides on two big wheels. When parked,
the rear axle pivots downward so the splitter
rests firmly on the ground.

“We call it the ‘Monster’. It’ll handle logs
up to 4 ft. in diameter,” says Reynolds. “There
are two wedges on the splitting table. One
splits wood into 3-ft. lengths for heating our
shop. By removing that wedge we can split
8-ft. lengths to make fence posts,” says
Reynolds.

A 4-in. dia. hydraulic cylinder on the rear
axle raises and lowers the back end of the
splitter. A lift platform on one side of the

machine hydraulically raises large chunks
onto the splitting table.

“We couldn’t be happier with it,” says
Reynolds. “I used box steel and spindles
salvaged off a piece of old equipment to make
the pivoting rear axle. The pivoting axle
allows the the splitting table to be lowered to
a more comfortable working height. The
cutting points on the wedges are made from
1-in. wide pieces of steel which I milled to a
sharp edge. There are 10-in. wide wings on
the back side of the first wedge so that after
the wood starts splitting it opens up faster.

“Both cylinders operate off tractor
hydraulics. However, the tractor hydraulics
don’t work quite fast enough for the splitting
cylinder so I plan to install a self-contained,
high volume hydraulic pump.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Ken
Reynolds, 15826 Shermanville Rd.,
Linesville, Pa. 16424 (ph 814 683-4890).

Rear axle pivots to lower big splitting table to the ground. Note that there are two
separate splitting wedges.

Henry Griemann used a pair of 1,250-gal. plastic nurse tanks to make this 8-ft. dia., 9-
ft. tall round mini greenhouse.

Buying gifts  for farmers and ranchers is not easy.
But we’ve got some great ideas!

Great Gift Ideas

Gift Subscriptions:  You can give cut-rate  sub-
scriptions to friends and relatives.  Your first gift sub
is $19.95 ($30.95 Can.).   Each additional gift is
only $12.95 ($19.95 Can.).  It figures out to $32.90
for two gift subs ($50.90 Can.). You can use the
first “gift” to renew your own subscription.

“Best of FARM SHOW” Videos:   You can pur-
chase  all five of these professionally edited videos for the
special package price of just $59.95 ($93.95 Can.), or just
$16.95 apiece ($26.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H. See page
42 for more details.

FARM SHOW On CD-Rom: Every issue
of FARM SHOW ever published (through Vol. 26,
No. 4) appears on this  “searchable” CD-Rom,
which works on any personal computer.  Sells
for $39.95 ($62.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H.

“Master Your Combine”: This first-of-its-kind
video introduces you to farmers and after-market
manufacturers who modify combines to boost perfor-
mance. We traveled thousands of miles across North
America to put together this 2-hour video. Sells for
$19.95 ($31.95 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H.

Tractor Repair Videos: Expert mechanic Dan Gingell
and his helpers take you through each tractor repair step-
by-step. Videos are available for many different models.
They sell for $24.95 apiece ($39 Can.) plus $2.95 S&H.

See order form enclosed in this issue,
or call 1-800-834-9665 (M-F, 7:30 to 4:30 CST).

All products come with FARM SHOW’s
“no questions asked” money-back guarantee.
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