Baler has six belts that are bolted together instead of laced to make repairs easier.

Off-Set Baler Makes 8-Ft. Bales

(Continued from cover page)

offset design makes it easier to pick up all
the hay on corners , turn tighter, and to zig-
zag on the windrow better than with a con-
ventional pull-behind baler.”

Laczko mounted his prototype baler on
the frame of an old Massey 405 pull-type
combine he bought from a neighbor for
$600. He stripped it down, keeping only the
frame, pto and gearbox for use on the baler.

He made the baler housing shell and ejec-
tor door out of 3/8-in. metal plate. Fourteen
5-in. dia. rollers mount on 1 1/2-in. bear-
ings and roller shafts that mount in the sides
of the housing.

The baler has six 14-in. wide conveyor
belts, which start rolling hay as soon as it
hits the back belts. The belts overlap and
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are bolted together rather than laced to make
repairing them easier.

A hydraulic bypass cylinder on the bale
ejector door is used to adjust tension on
bales.

The prototype featured a tandem axle fit-
ted with 15-in. implement tires. The produc-
tion model will have a single axle fitted with
1100 by 15-in. flotation tires for better per-

Hydraulic bypass cylinder on ejector door is used to adjust bale tension.

formance on wet ground.

An average 8-ft. long alfalfa bale weighs
about 1,550 Ibs. Laczko says the bales are
no more difficult to handle than conven-
tional round bales. In fact, he says they're
easier to transport because they extend
across the full width of his 8-ft. flatbed so
they pack a lot more solidly.

Laczko pulls the baler at speeds up to §
mph with a late 1960°s Deere 4020
equipped with front-end loader and 6-ft.

bale spear. He uses the spear to load bales
on-end into round bale feeders.

Dale Laczko is putting finishing touches
on an informational video. Price of the baler
is expected to be around $15,000.
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