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ADD-ON 16-IN. WINGS NEARLY
DOUBLE WIDTH OF DEERE 318 MOWER

“Double Deck” Deere
CutsAn 80 In. Swath

By Bill Gergen, Associate Fdllor
An Indiana farmer who grew tired of the 3 1/2 hours it took him
to mow his 1 1/2 acre lawn widened the deck on his Deere 318
riding mower by cutting apart an identical 48-in. deck to make
16-in. “wings” that increase the mower’s total cutting width
from 48 to 80 in.

“It’s a relatively easy way to make a 5-bladed mower out of
a3-bladed one. It cuts almost twice as fast as the original mower
yet it cost less than $150 to make the modification,” says Sam
Moss, Logansport, Ind. “I think the idea would work on many
other makes and models.”
~ The original 48-in. deck had three 16-in. long belt-driven

blades with a large pulley at the center and smaller pulleys on
each side. Moss bought an identical but slightly damaged deck
4 for $50 and used a metal saw to cut out the middle part of the

. deck. He discarded the center blade, then bolted the two wings
onto the original deck. The two outside blades on the original
deck were set back 3 in. from the center blade to keep them from
overlapping, so Moss set the blades on the wings 3 in. back from
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-operated by a central drive, (Editor's Note: See pages 26 - 28 for each small single pulley and added an idler pulley on each side.
an “Owner's Report” on riding lawn mowers.) (Continued on next page)
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