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“Window” Splitter Mounts On Skid Steer

Log splitter is built from two pieces of channel iron mounted back to back, with an 8 by 24-in. 
“window” in between. The window design lets Trelstad see what he’s doing and is also stronger 
than a single I-beam. 

Matt Trelstad likes to see what he’s doing, 
so when he built a log splitter for his skid 
steer, he built it with a “window”. The design 
not only lets him see what he’s doing, it is 
stronger and more rugged than an I-beam. 
The design worked so well that he began 
making and selling them. 
 Trelstad says the design lets him split 
wood faster than other designs. Mounted on 
the front of his skid steer, the splitter serves 
double duty. With fingertip control, he can 
grab a log or branch and carry it to a pile 
and drop it.  He can even use it to hold the 
log off the ground while cutting to avoid an 
accidental dip in the dirt with the chainsaw. 
 The working end is a two-stage design 
with a 12-in. splitter face.  The narrower 
first stage sinks 6 in. into the wood before 
the wings hit. They spread the log a full 8-in.
 “The 12-in. face makes the wedge more 
aggressive to begin with,” says Trelstad. 
“Pushing the log onto the wedge makes the 
splitting action even faster and more aggres-
sive.”
  While the Pro Series is designed for 
heavy use and fast splitting, Trelstad also 
offers smaller and less aggressive splitters. 
“They can also handle large pieces, but are 
specially designed to be really fast at making 
smaller pieces,” says Trelstad. “You have 
the option of using four-way splitting wings 
with small logs. If you take the wings off, 
you can use it on large pieces as well. It just 
isn’t as aggressive as our Pro Series.”

 Trelstad makes six splitter models. They 
start at $1,695 and range up to $3,795. 
 The three Pro Series models have 24, 30 
and 36-in. strokes. The 24-in. stroke has a 
4-in. cylinder and weighs 800 lbs. The 30-
in. stroke has a 5-in. cylinder and weighs 
900 lbs. The 36-in. stroke also has a 5-in. 
cylinder, but weighs 1,000 lbs. 
 The TM Heavy Duty has a more tradi-
tional I-beam design, without the window, 
with a 5-in. cylinder and a 30-in. stroke. Reader Inquiry No. 214

 The two Warrior Series splitters are for 
lighter use.  Equipped with a removable 
4-way splitting wedge, one model has a 4 
1/2 in. cylinder with a 24-in. stroke and the 
other a 4-in. cylinder with a 30-in. stroke. 
 Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, T.M. 
Manufacturing, 1087 County Road 4 SW, 
Cokato, Minn. 55321 (ph 320 286-3077; 
matttrelstad@yahoo.com; www.skidsplitter.
com). 
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Dear Reader:

Welcome to our 31st Anniversary “Best of FARM SHOW” issue. It’s 
a dandy - a collection of most popular products and ideas featured in 
previous issues of FARM SHOW.  Our first Best of FARM SHOW was 
published back in 1980 - three years after FARM SHOW Magazine was 
launched.

We’ve inserted handy “Reader Inquiry Cards” which you can use to order 
free literature and follow-up information on many of the products featured 
in this special issue. If you’re in a hurry and need instant “where to buy” 
and other information, just call or write. You’ll find addresses, phone 
numbers and websites at the end of each story.

Sincerely,

Mark Newhall
Editor-Publisher

Mark Newhall
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