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“When I retired my Deere 6600 combine after nearly 30 years of 
service, I hated to send it off to the junk yard. So I converted it into a 
lo-boy tractor,” says Virgil Davis.

He cut the combine’s frame apart and moved the steering wheels from 
the back to the front. The hood was made from the back section of the 
combine.

Back end of machine is fi tted with a 3-pt. hitch, 
pto, and live hydraulics.

Deere 6600 Combine Converted Into “Lo-Boy” Tractor 
When Virgil Davis retired his Deere 6600 
combine after nearly 30 years of service, he 
says the engine, cab, hydraulics and drive 
train were still in good working condition. “I 
hated to send it off to the junk yard for parts, 
so I decided right then to make something 
special from it,” Davis says.  Piece by piece 
he dismantled the machine, removing the 
grain tank, cab, the engine, the feeder house 
and the grain separator system.  
 “I really just tore the machine apart and 
got down to the drive and steering wheels 
and the chassis, then fi gured out how to re-
build it.  The engine, cab, transmission, lift 
cylinders on the feederhouse and the steering 
were all good, so I just set out to make it into 
a tractor.”
 Davis fi rst cut the frame apart and moved 
the steering wheels from the back of the ma-
chine to the front. He made the frame long 
enough to allow room for the cab and for 
the engine to set in front of the large drive 
wheels and behind the front wheels. The fuel 
tank mounts between the rear wheels. “Now 
the cab is just one step off the ground so you 
don’t need a ladder,” Davis says.  
 The inside of the cab has the same confi gu-
ration as the combine, with the shift lever, 
throttle and hydraulic controls to the right of 
the seat. The front of his tractor has a nicely 
formed hood made from the back section 
of the combine. The front fenders are made 

from sheet metal and the rear fenders are cut 
from a black poly water tank. Davis added a 
hitch in front of the wheels so he can use the 
tractor to pull or push wagons in his yard.
 The back of Davis’s machine has a heavy-
duty work station complete with a 3-pt. lift 
and quick hitch. He adapted the feederhouse 
cylinder mounts to hold the bottom of the 
two lift arms. A heavy-duty U-bracket 
mounts above the transmission frame to hold 
the cylinder that raises and lowers the hitch.  
Triangulated braces from the top of the hitch 
and a cross bracket to the frame of the tractor 
provide extra stability for the hitch.
 Davis uses the tractor to mow, grade, plow 
and can even use the tractor for tillage.   In 
the winter, Davis has a large 10-ft. snow 
bucket that he uses to push and pile snow. 
The bucket has 18-in. extensions on both 
sides to cover the full width of the machine.  
 “I can’t really lift and pile snow like a 
loader would,” Davis says, “but I sure can 
push it and pack it because it’s so wide”.  He 
mounted an 18-in. convex mirror just behind 
and to the side of the cab so he can easily 
see what he’s pushing just by looking to the 
side.  “I really like how the tractor turned out, 
especially that it has a 3 pt. hitch, a pto and 
live hydraulics.  It took me several months 
to build it, but I didn’t have to buy a lot of 
extra parts,” Davis says.    
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Ole and Lena had been married for 25 years.  One day, Lena asked 
Ole, “Vhy don’t yew ever tell me yew love me, Ole?”
 Ole replied, “Vell, I told yew ‘I love yew’ vhen ve vere married.  If 
anything changes, I’ll let yew know.”

Ole was paid by the week and one Friday he approached his boss 
holding up his last paycheck.  “Dis check is less dan we agreed on,” 
he said.
 “I know that Ole,” the employer said.  “But last week I accidentally 
overpaid you $200 and you never said anything.”
 “Vell,” said Ole, “I don’t mind da occasional mistake but vhen it 
gets to be a habit, I feel I haf to call it to yur attention.”
  

Ole and Lena went on a big game hunt with Lena’s mother.   
One night in the jungle, Lena woke up to fi nd her mother missing 
from the tent.  Waking Ole, she insisted on them trying to fi nd her.
 Ole picked up his rifl e, and headed out to look for her.  In a clearing 
not far from camp, he came upon a chilling sight:  his mother-in-law 
was backed up against a thick, impenetrable bush, and a large male 
lion stood facing her with fangs bared.
 Lena cried, “Ole, vhat are ve goink to do!”
 “Nuttin’,” said Ole.  “Dat lion got hisself into dis mess.  Let him 
get hisself out of it.”


