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8 1/2-ft. wide by 
18 1/2-ft. long 
box had plenty 
of room for a 
chicken coop 
and a small 
room to store 
chicken feed 
and bedding.

Truck Box Converted To Chicken Coop
The neighbors weren’t sure what Nathan 
Hawkins was up to when he used his tractor 
and skid steer to drag, push and pull a cube 
truck box aged with moss and mold that had 
been abandoned behind the barn of his prop-
erty. But they understood his vision after he 
remodeled it with reclaimed materials and 
bright red metal siding to create an attractive 
coop for 50 chickens. 

“It was a labor of love for the chickens as 
well as showing my husband’s deep love for 
salvaging used items,” explains Hawkins’ 
wife, Leah.

The 8 1/2-ft. wide by 18 1/2-ft. long box 
had plenty of room for a chicken coop and 
a small room to store chicken feed and 
bedding. 

Hawkins used a grinder and reciprocating 
saw to cut through the metal walls to cut 
in three windows and a door, all of them 
reclaimed. After removing the rollup door 
and framing the end with used lumber. He 
also cut a small door for the chickens and 
added a nesting box that can be accessed 
from outside to gather eggs. He used 2 by 
6 lumber scraps from a nearby factory to 
make trusses to create a roof that matched 
his barn’s roof. 

Hawkins cut out boards from a section 

of old stairs for roosts and converted an 
old feed bin into a light. The ceiling of the 
cube box already had foam insulation, so 
the coop has been cozy, even in the winter. 
Hawkins usually opens the windows a little 
for ventilation. 

“The chicken coop is elevated on a plat-
form, so in the summer the chickens can 
go underneath for shade,” Hawkins says, 
adding they have free range in a large, fenced 
area that includes a pond. 

“The best part is there are no rats,” he says, 
as there had been with his old coop.

His fi nal touch was adding a Canadian 
fl ag on a short fl agpole that he made from 
a curtain rod.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Nathan 
Hawkins, Stevensville, Ontario, Canada 
(Nathanhawkins1@hotmail.com).

“Tractor Guard” Window Protection

Tractor Guard window protection systems 
are designed to protect your tractor’s 
windows from fl ying debris. 

New Farm Innovation Now Available
Glass breakage in agriculture and the 
construction industry is a major problem, 
often leading to unexpected expense and 
down time.    

Now there is a simple, cost-effective 
solution - TRACTOR GUARD!  Launched 
by U. S. Farm Innovations, Tractor Guard 
provides an affordable, durable and hassle-
free solution to virtually eliminate issues 
associated with broken glass on farm and 
construction equipment. 
  Having won the Farmers’ Guardian 
LAMMA  fi rst place award for the most 
innovative farm invention (UK’s leading 
farm machinery equipment and services 

For more information, dealers and equipment owners can visit www.usfarminnovations.com 
or contact Lyle Silbernagel at U.S. Farm Innovations, 3712 A Enfi eld Rd., Austin, TX 78703

512-423-8443; lyle@usfarminnovations.com

show), patented Tractor Guards are made 
of clear poly-carbonate similar to police 
riot shields, according to Lyle Silbernagel, 
owner of U. S. Farm Innovations.  Tractor 
Guards are 200 times more impact resistant 
than glass, are weather and UV protected, 
leading to cooler cabs and added driver 
comfort. These Tractor Guards can be 
installed and removed in two minutes. 
They are custom-fi tted to any make and 
model of tractor, farm equipment, skid 
steer, or construction equipment. These 
guards may also add increased operator 
safety and security.  

Images demonstrating Tractor Guard
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