Electric Start Kit For
Deere 2-Cyl. Tractors

Lamar Horning contacted FARM SHOW
about the new kits he sells that convert
Deere 2-cyl. engines equipped with a pony
motor to electric start.

Three kits are available: one for Deere’s
70, 720, and 730 models; one for 80, 820,
and 830 models; and one for the Model R.
All kits are sandblasted and powder coated
green.

Kits range in price from $1,250 to $1,595.

Shipping is free in the US on complete
kits. All parts needed are included
to make an easy and professional
conversion.

Very strong - very reliable and customer
satisfaction is our number one goal.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Lamar Horning, 1772 Spring Hollow
Rd., East Earl, Penn. 17519 (ph 717-

443-9465). Reader Inquiry No. 02

Photo shows Horning’s electric start kit for Deere
Model R tractors.

Stone Artist Chris Miller makes truck and other sculptures using granite, marble and stone.

He Makes Trucks Out Of Rocks

Photos of a “Ford Rock Garden” circulating
on social media caught our attention. So, we
tracked down the artist behind it and discov-
ered it’s just one of five of his creations - so
far. It started when Vermont sculptor Chris
Miller made a Ford truck sculpture for him-
self about 10 years ago when he was between
commissioned projects.

“The inspiration came from driving
around and seeing old trucks with trees
growing up through them with rust and
moss, like art in the landscape,” Miller
explains.

He stacked natural stone and flagstone to
create his Ford truck.

“Most of my sculpture starts with blocks,
and I take pieces away. This is building from
the ground up,” he says.

Someone took a photo that circulated on
social media, and his phone started ringing.

Ordinarily, he wouldn’t have had time, but
it was 2020 during the Covid lockdown. So,
when a car wash owner from Georgia asked
him to build a 1940 Ford truck with a water
feature, Miller accepted the challenge. He
worked with a pond pro from Aquascape®
to create a design to include plumbing for
water to flow from the back of the pickup.
The partnership continued with truck
sculptures in Maryland, Texas, and Arizona,
with each piece more elaborate and detailed.
“The most challenging part is the engi-
neering. The early ones had stone bases, but
now to see underneath there’s a steel frame
to get them off the ground,” Miller says.
He prefabs some of the granite, marble,
and stone parts like wheels and fenders in his
Vermont studio. Then he ships everything to
the site and stacks and hammers and chisels
stone to shape it and give it a textured sur-

face. It takes him and his team 2 to 3 weeks
to put each sculpture together.

Handling pieces of 30-1b. stone and the
labor-intensive work is hard on the body;
Miller has had three spine surgeries. But he
loves the art form, and at 65 he has a goal
to finish 10 of the large sculptures.

“The criteria are that each one has to be
more interesting, more intricate, and more
fun than the one before,” he says, noting that
each of his first five projects has followed
that pattern. The last couple of trucks includ-
ed lights and other details.

Project number six raises the bar even
more. Miller has started a 1944 John Deere
tractor that is 1 1/2 times the actual size.
It will be installed on a Tennessee farm in
2024. The back wheels are 18-in. thick, 7
1/2-ft. dia. black granite.

“It needs a frame to support 40,000 Ibs.,
and he wants smoke out of the smokestack
and lights that work. All that engineering
requires a lot of head-scratching,” he says.

Besides working on the tractor, Miller is in
the midst of a huge column and monument
project for a Vermont art academy.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Chris
Miller Studio, P.O. Box 41, Calais, Vt.
05648 (ph 802-223-0184; cmillervermont(@
gmail.com; Facebook: Chris Miller Studio;
Instagram: chrismillerstudio).
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1940 Ford Pickup made from rock is just one
of Miller’s creations.
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