Fennema
Farms
commissioned
this custom-
made replica
of a Birdsall
Water Wagon
to team up |
with their
1885 Birdsall =
steam engine.
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After acquiring and finishing restorations
on a Birdsall horizontal slide-valve steam
engine, Larry, Nick, and Ryan Fennema
figured their prized tractor would look
great pulling a Birdsall water wagon. They
scoured the country for an original, but
even though thousands were built from the
late 1800s to the early 1900s, they didn’t
find one. They did, however, have an 1886
Birdsall catalog with a wagon picture. They
supplied the photo to J.W. Schut Custom
Hitch Wagons of Hopkins, Mich., which
used it to scale plans and build a likeness.
Schut delivered the custom-built replica in
December 2023.

Ryan says their wagon chassis is from a
vintage Studebaker army ambulance running
gear. It’s different from an original Birdsall,
with springs that provide cushioning on
rough terrain. Tulip poplar, hickory, and ash
hardwood form the wagon’s box and floor.
Schut’s crew finished the 11-ft. long and
67-in. tall wagon with glossy black paint
and a varnish topcoat. Bright sun shows off
hand-painted thin-line gold detailing and a

Money-Making Ideas

To Boost Farm Income!

Money-Making Ideas

Volumes I, I1, IIL, IV, & V

We’re proud to offer “Money-Making Ideas
To Boost Farm Income,” 5 first-of-their-kind
collections of hundreds of profit-boosting ways
farmers and ranchers are increasing farm income.
Volume I, Volume II, Volume III, Volume IV, &
Volume V are all chock-full of hundreds of on-
farm business ideas you won’t see anywhere else.
They sell for just $39.95 for the set plus S&H.
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replica of the Birdsall manufacturer’s logo.

Ryan says their 5-ft. wide wagon is built
to hold a payload of 240 gals. in 30 or 50-gal.
barrels. They usually haul just 20 gals. and an
extra 6 gals. in a stainless-steel tank under the
rear cover. They plan to mount flue brushes
under the wagon, add a small toolbox, and
plumb the wagon to their Birdsall steam
engine.

“We researched Birdsall history and found
that horse-drawn water wagons were usually
filled from a creek or pond where the steam
engine was operating,” Ryan says. “They
could also carry coal and wood to fire the
engine. Steam engines are very thirsty when
working hard, so a water wagon was very
important to the crew. We keep 40 gals. on
our engine at all times.”

The Fennema’s found that Birdsall built
thousands of wagons for various uses. A one-
horse model in the 1890s was priced at $61,
and narrow-tired farm wagons ranged from
$75 to $126. A mountain version ranged from
$88 to $141. Lumber for building the wagons
was dried in sheds for 3 to 5 years. Finished
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wagons were hand-painted and topped with
varnish for weather protection.

After the market crash of 1929, Birdsall
sold its wagon business to the Kentucky
Wagon Company in Louisville. Other
business units were also sold, and the
company was eventually dissolved. “We’re
glad the Birdsall name lives on among
collectors and many others who value
the name and the quality equipment the
company produced,” Ryan says.

Their wagon perfectly matches their 1885
Birdsall 12-hp. steam engine. They belt the
engine to their 1866 Brayley Pitts hand-feed
threshing machine at shows to demonstrate
old-time harvesting. They’ve also powered
a sawmill edger and Deering corn husker
with the engine. He adds, “This year, we’ll
plumb the wagon to the engine and have a
very authentic setup.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Fennema Farms, Dorr, Mich. (Ryan@
fennemafarms.com; Facebook: Fennema
Farms).

Berry Harvester Eyes
Brazil Market

Oxbo is known for its large selection of Euro-
pean-based self-propelled slurry and manure
machines as well as vegetable and blueberry
harvesters. Its newest offering is the 9240+,
a self-propelled coffee berry harvester.

The upgraded machine improves on the
company’s largely unchanged units sold in
Brazil over the last 2 decades. As the country
boasts 1/3 of the world’s coffee berry produc-
tion, between 200 and 400 harvesters are sold
there annually.

The main upgrade to the 9240+ includes a
new Stage 4 version engine.

Designed to harvest just over an acre per
hour of young to mature arabica and robusta
bush berries, the 9240+ offers the most pro-
ductive shaking, catching, and cleaning with
its adjustable Dynarotor system. The process
harvests the highest quality coffee with mini-
mal plant damage.

An air-conditioned cab makes an ideal
workspace and provides optimum visibility
for the operator. Multiple cameras allow a
view of all key systems. Cruise control and
automatic steering are optional.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Oxbo,
Electronweg 5, Roosendaal, Netherlands,
4706 PP.NL (ph +31 (0)165 319 333; info@
oxbo.com; www.oxbo.com).
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If you are a subscriber, please give us your customer account number
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Order Form

Quantity Total Price

FARM SHOW On DVD-ROM or USB (circle DVD or USB)

$39.95 ($49.95 Can.)

Encyclopedia - Vol. | - 482 pages

$14.95 ($18.95 Can.)

Encyclopedia - Vol. Il - 482 Pages

$14.95 ($18.95 Can.)

Encyclopedia - Vol. lll - 482 pages

$14.95 ($18.95 Can.)

Encyclopedia - Vol. IV - 482 pages

$14.95 ($18.95 Can.)

Special Offer! All 4 Volumes of Encyclopedia!

$49.95 ($59.95 Can.)

“Great Shop Ideas” Book - 168 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“More Great Shop Ideas” Book - 168 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“Great Shop Ideas - Vol. llI” Book - 768 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“Great Shop Ideas - Vol IV” Book - 144 pages

$12.95 ($15.95 Can.)

Special Offer! All 4 Volumes of Great Shop Ideas!

$34.95 ($44.95 Can.)

“Money-Making Ideas” Book - Volume | - 96 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“Money-Making Ideas” Book - Volume Il - 128 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

Gardens To Greenhouses!

This book is full of
"made-it-myself" growing
ideas for fun and profit.
Time saving and innova-
tive ideas fill the pages
with the best ideas for

planting, harvesting and Cardens To
marketing garden crops. Circenhouses!

128-pages with all kinds
of unique garden varieties
and projects. Sells for
just $9.95 plus S&H.
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“Money-Making Ideas” Book - Volume lll - 168 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“Money-Making Ideas” Book - Volume IV - 152 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

[ “Money-Making Ideas” Book - Volume V- 152 pages

$12.95 ($15.95 Can.)

Special Offer! All 5 Volumes of Money-Making Ideas!

$39.95 ($44.95 Can.)

“Energy-Saving Ideas” Book - 128 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

| “Energy-Saving ldeas - Vol. II” Book - 728 pages

$12.95 ($15.95 Can.)

“Bring Old Farm Equipment Back To Life - 128 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

| “Look What They’re Doing With Garden Tractors” - 168 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“l Made My Own Tractor” - 128 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

“Gardens To Greenhouses” - 128 pages

$9.95 ($12.95 Can.)

Garden Tractors

“Look What They're
Doing With Garden
Tractors" features
hundreds of stories on
garden tractor modifica-
tions, rebuilds, repow-
ers, and one-of-a-kind

accessories from past Name

issues of FARM SHOW.

This 168-page book Address

sells for just $9.95 plus

S&H. City State /Prov. Zip
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Payment Method

Add $4.95 Standard or $ 9.95 Priority S&H

One charge only - no matter how many products ordered.

Check (Payable to: FARM SHOW)
[ Mastercard [] Visa [ Discover [] Amex

| Canadian Orders $ 9.95 S&H Plus 5% GST

Card# | [ [T TTTTTTTTTTT]

Important! e Expiration Date:[ | GST#131272023
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Grand Total

To Order By Phone, Call Toll-Free
1-800-834-9665

Or you can order online at

www.farmshow.com

Mail to: FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029,
Lakeville, MN 55044

71-800-834-9665 - editor@farmsh com * www.bestf:
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