Glendale divider works like a circular saw blade to slice through

tangled, downed crops.

MAKES SWATHING, COMBINING EASIER

Power Swath Divider
Slices Through Crops

“Works great,” says the manufacturer
of anew power swath divider that got
its start in downed and tangled rape
seed crops in Canada.

“A conventional divider tugs and
pulls on crops, knocking seed out and
leaving an uneven, bunched-up win-
dow that's hard to combine later,”
says W, Hamilton, general manager
of Hamilton and Allen Co., of Bran-
don, Manitoba. *We feel our power
divider will be a great help in rape
seed, soybeans, peas and other
downed or tangled crops.”

The Glendale divider is essentially
a circular saw blade mounted on the
divider of combine or swather head-
ers, It's powered by direct drive from
the swather or combine's oxisting
drive. or by a mounted hydraulic or
gasoline motor. The 24 in. circular
blade turns at between 500 and 700
rpm.

The Prairie Agricultural Machin-
ery Institute (PAMI), an independent
testing laboratory sponsored by the
Canadian government, has tested the
new swather divider. In 65 hours of
tests in rapeseed, peas and lodged
wheat, researchers concluded:
“Overall functional performance of
the Glendale power swath separator
was excellent. Ease of operation was
excellent.

“Power requirements ranged from
0.3 to 0.7 horsepower, depending on
crop conditions and ground speed.
Suitable ground speeds depended on
crop conditions, however, speeds up
to 8 mph were possible in some
lodged crops. Suitable rotational
speeds for the separator blade varied
from 200 to 600 rpm, with an op-
timum speed of 400 rpm.

“It took about three man hours to
attach the separator and incorporate
the direct drive, which is the most
practical method of powering the di-
vider. There were no mechanical
problems during testing.”

Power for the divider can come
direct from the combine or
swather, or a separate hydraulic
or gasoline motor.

Concerning crop loss, the report
states, "There was no appreciable
crop loss in rapeseed at the divider
due to the action of the power di-
vider. When using a standard divider
in rapeseed, the crop was separated
by pushing it beneath the divider.
This left a path of trampled crop
about 4 in, wide, which could be re-
trieved only by cutting in the oppo-
site direction on the next pass. The
power swath divider, however, left a
clean standing edge, without any
significant crop loss.

“The direction of the blade rotation
can be changed by twisting the drive
belt. The desired direction of the
blade rotation depended on crop
condition. In lodged or downed
crops, the upward cutting direction
was more effective.”

The Glendale power divider, avail-
able in both the U.S. and Canada,
ranges in price from $268 to $493,
depending on attachments needed to
mount it on a particular swather or
combine header.

For more information, contact:

“Louvered’ tailgate saves up to 15% on pickup gas
to flow through at speeds of 25 mph or more.

“AIR-THROUGH”’ LOUVERS

OPEN UP AT 25 MPH

Gas-Saving Tailgate
Looks Like Real Thing

You can save as much as 15% on your
pickup gas bills with an “‘air-
through'' tailgate. according to man-
ufacturers. but many owners don't
like their looks. Now, a Georgia-
based company has designed a new
air-through tailgate with louvers that
open on the road but close when the
vehicle is at rest, matching the looks
of a standard tailgate.

Manufactured by FEWCO of Moul-
trie, Ga., the new gate has three 20-ga.
galvanized steel louvers covering a
mesh screen gate. At 25 mph, the
louvers begin to open and. at 40 mph,
they're fully open. Rubber pads keep
the louvers from banging as you start
and stop.

“The tailgate frame is made from
heavy-gauge square steel tubing
which some commercial companies

_are finding holds up even better than

the original tailgates. At this time, we
can fit any pickup except the smaller
compacts. We ship the tailgates
primed and ready for painting. Instal-
lation time takes about 15 minutes,”
says Ray Morgan, designer of the new
endgate.

“Many pickup owners mistakenly
think lowering their tailgate on the
road raises mileage as much as an air-
through gate. We did wind tunnel
studies at McDonnell Douglas and
discovered that there is a vacuum ef-
fect beneath a downed tailgate so that
the increase in efficiency is only
about 1%, compared with 15% for a
tailgate like ours,” Morgan points
out.

The tailgate, which comes with a
center pull latch, is not recom-
mended for use with any type of
pickup bed cover. When hauling dirt
or other granular material, a board or
piece of cardboard inside the gate
prevents leaks. Chrome-type paint is
not recommended for the louvers be-
cause of reflections.

Retail price for the louvertailgate is
$179. An air-through gate without
louvers sells for $127.50.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Ray Mor-
gan, FEWCO, P.O. Box 922, Moultrie,
Ga. 31768 (ph 912 985-9183).

FARM SHOW Followup, Hamilton &
Allen Co., Ltd., Box 794, Brandon,
Manitoba R7A 5Z8 Canada (Ph 204
728-4478).

Another power swath divider, im-
ported from France, was also tested
by PAMI.

The Brunetti divider from Saintes,
France, uses a straight piece of sickle
section rather than a rotating blade to
cut through crops, but is also

mounted on the tip of the standard
crop divider. It too, received high
praise from PAMI for its performance
in the field and should be available
soon on the North American market.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, French
Trade Commissioner, Suite 902, 304
8th Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta
T2P 1C2 Canada.
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